
Freedom to grow into Anything 

The Declaration of Independence was signed 250 years ago and it established the basic rights of 
“Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness.” These words are more than just a piece of paper, 
they are a promise that continues to stand in our nation and each of our individual lives. In New 
Mexico, these ideals from back then still connect closely to the traditional values of faith, family, 
and freedom. 

I think the right to life is more than just being born and existing. It is an opportunity for us to 
grow into who we are meant to be. In my life, I’ve always found school and learning comes 
naturally to me, but that has also made me question if I am fully using the abilities I have and if I 
should challenge myself more. This connects to the value of faith, religion and faith in yourself. 
The Constitution begins with, “We the People” this reminds us that the government exists to 
serve us as the people. Having the right to life means recognizing that all of our lives matter and 
we have the opportunity and responsibility to use our time and talents in a meaningful way. 

Liberty reflects the freedom that lets us think independently and make our own choices. I’ve 
never been someone who simply follows what everyone else does. I like to question things and 
want to understand why they exist. That independence is a personal reflection of freedom and it 
is also protected by the United States Constitution, which limits government power and preserves 
our individual rights. At the same time, liberty depends on responsibility. Without strong families 
and communities the meaning of freedom can lose its direction. Family provides us the 
foundation where values are taught, help with decisions, and we learn how to use their freedom 
the right way. 

The pursuit of happiness is deeply personal, it is made with all the opportunities available in our 
country in mind. It allows people to explore so many different paths, fail, change paths, and 
grow. I know my pursuit is still evolving. I am interested in working with animals, connecting 
with children, and exploring new ideas, but I have not specifically chosen one path. The thing 
that matters is that I have the freedom to discover any path I want. This reflects the balance 
between individual freedom and the role of government, not to control people’s outcomes, but to 
protect the conditions that allow individuals to pursue their own version of happiness. 

The principles of the Declaration of Independence remain strong today through the values of 
faith, family, and freedom. They remind us that we are all given rights, we still also carry the 
responsibility of using them correctly. These ideals challenge me to stop holding myself back 
and to use my independence thoughtfully where I can pursue a life that has meaning. Freedom is 
not just the ability to choose any path, it’s the opportunity to become something greater where 
we are guided by the values that shape both ourselves and our country. 

 



Footnotes 

1.​ The Declaration of Independence, 1776. Avalon Project, Yale Law School.​
 

2.​ United States Constitution, Preamble, 1787. National Archives.​
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